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BOOK REVIEWS 

One of the most sumptuous art works of the year, and at the 
same time one that has exceptional value, is Lady Dilke's Treatise, 
"French Architects and Sculptors of the XVIII. Century," recently 
published by the Macmillan Company. The volume is professedly 
a continuation of the author's "French Painters of the XVIII. Cen- 
tury," published last year, and the same general form of treatment 
is followed. With wise discrimination, the author has selected those 
men whose work has most influenced the art they practiced, and 
the illustrations she has furnished are calculated to make clear that 
artistic development which corresponded to the renewal of human 
ideals by which the eighteenth century was distinguished. The 
period was one of wide range of interest. The architects, as the 
author plainly shows, were engaged in solving the problems con- 
nected with the creation of the modern house, of remodeling old 
palaces, of erecting official monuments, and of creating pleasant 
dwelling-places, the charm of which still hangs about the walls 
of the Petit Trianon and the lovely Hotel de Salm. The sculptors 
were given new direction to their art, and asserting their independ- 
ence, by imparting first to the statue and then to the statuette 
a new significance. These changes are traced in a scholarly man- 
ner. The importance of the work will be seen from the fact that 
many of the finest achievements of the great artists of the period 
are little known even in their own country, and practically unknown 
in English-speaking communities. Lady Dilke clearly defines her 
object when she says that she undertook "to trace the traditions 
by which the chief among these men were guided ; to give such 
an account of their lives as may render them something more than 
mere names to us ; to bring order into our conception of their 
works, and to support the conclusions of the text by typical illus- 
trations of their performance." In performing her task, she has 
wisely availed herself of a mass of material made available by 
recent retrospective art exhibitions at Paris. No work thus far 
published equals the volume in its careful survey of the period 
covered and in its lucid explanation of the evolution of tastes 
and methods. 

For further book reviews, see advertising page 9. 
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